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Canister! On! Fire! tellsthe remarkable, but little known story of Australian tanks in the Vietnam War. Based on
twelve years of research, including personal letters and diaries, extensive searches of official records and numerous
interviews, this book bringsto life a previoudly little-known aspect of the conflict. It is the story of a select group of
soldiers, both regular and conscript, serving their country against all odds. The 53 ton Centurion tanks were not only
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involved in intense fighting in conjunction with infantry to capture enemy defenses and defeat attacks, but also fought

their own battles against enemy mines, ambushes, and an unforgiving terrain and climate. This book takes the reader

inside the tanks to share the experiences of their crewsin action in the jungle. We see the gunner, trying to survive the
heat inside the turret, while identifying designated targets, the operator trying to maintain communications, while

keeping the guns loaded; the driver, trying to see his way forward, while keeping his head down; and the commander,
trying to locate enemy positions, while directing his driver and giving fire orders to his gunner. The account also
reveals how the mechanics beat overwhelming challenges to maintain the twenty-year-old tanks, while the field

engineersrisked their lives protecting them against mines.

About the AuthorBruce Cameron served in the Australian Regular Army for 19 years. After commanding the last
troop of tanksin action in Vietnam, his career saw him attend the UK's Long Armour Infantry Course and Royal
Military College of Science, aswell asthe Australian Command and Staff College. Hislast appointment involved
responsibility for developing the Armys future ground mobility requirements. He left the Army in 1987 to takeup a
position with the Office of Defence Production.



