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W.H.B. Smith : Gas, Air, and Spring Guns of the World (Stackpole Classic Gun Book) (Stackpole Classic Gun 
Books)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Gas, Air, and 

Spring Guns of the World (Stackpole Classic Gun Book) (Stackpole Classic Gun Books): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Surprisingly still releventBy Richard R.This was perhaps the most 
exhaustive work in its day on the subject and is eye opening in its fairly objective treatment of air and gas guns of all 
types. Many of Smith's observations continue to be relevant as most of the issues involved in airgun design really are 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0811705145


questions of physics. While Smith's writing is a product of its time (particularly evident in the poorly translated section 
on air guns from a Russian encyclopedia as contrasted to the rest of the work) it is a fun and interesting time capsule 
from the mid 20th century. Good information especially on early Crosman, Benjamin, Webley, Weirauch, Diana, and 
BSA as well as others that are no longer around.Well illustrated in glorious black and white.2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. Great historical document for Air Gun Enthusiasts!By Mark B. OstromAlthough done in 

black and white with rather bad illustration quality, this is the historical masterpiece of the development of modern Air 
Guns and air armaments circa 1950's. So detailed as to be good enough to re-manufacture some of these guns from the 
included drawings if one were machine shop inclined. Interesting read and must have for the Air Gun Collector.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Air gun fix ups,By T. E. M.Good info, cheaper to fix them than to buy new

At the time of its publication, this was the first American text to deal with high power, high precision air and gas 
weapons. Representative samples of every major world manufacturer were gathered for personal testing to check the 
manufacturers' varying claims. It includes photographs, operational drawings, specifications, and test results of every 

major world manufacturer. This professional encyclopaedia is an important addition to the library of any firearms 
collector, dealer, or historian.

About the AuthorW. H. B. Smith was a consultant on military weapons to the National Rifle Association and a 
frequent contributor to The American Rifleman, American Legion Magazine, and The Marine Corps Gazette . 


