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Guns and Gunmaking Tools of Southern Appalachia: The Story of 
the Kentucky Rifle

John Rice Irwin : Guns and Gunmaking Tools of Southern Appalachia: The Story of the Kentucky Rifle  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Guns and Gunmaking Tools 

of Southern Appalachia: The Story of the Kentucky Rifle: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not a "how-to", but MUCH can be learned here if you're making 
guns as I.By W. PattonIf you're interested in how it was done and the tools used, then you must have Mr. Irwin's book. 

Gunmakers of Greasy Cove Buffalo Valley is good too.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Book 
ReviewBy The WatchmanJust as he always does, John Rice Irwin increases your appreciation of the ingenuity of the 
Mountain People of my home territory by placing this everyday item into its cultural context. Wonderful book!6 of 6 

people found the following review helpful. gunmaking tools and methodsBy R. MurryThis is the best book I have 
found on tools of the gun makers in the south. The southern mountain gun is placed in a better context of isolation 

from the Eastern traditions through the photos and accounts. After studying the photos I will have to duplicate some of 
the tools for my own use.

The Kentucky rifle has become a famous part of the history of American development, and here is the story of its own 
development. The people of the isolated mountain valleys of Appalachia tell how they make and use the Kentucky and 

related firearms and the supplies that go with them, both in the past and today as tradition continues.

About the AuthorJohn Irwin is an educator-historian and one of the area's leading authorities on the pioneer-frontier 
culture. He is the founder and director of the nationally-known Museum of Appalachia in Norris, Tennessee. 
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