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Southern West Virginia: Coal Country (Postcard History Series)

JamesE. Casto: Southern West Virginia: Coal Country (Postcard History Series) before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Southern West Virginia: Coal Country (Postcard
History Series):

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Brings back great memoriesBy Mountain Girl 64Beautiful book with
great pictures of the southern WV coal fields. This book isamust for anyone from this area.1 of 1 people found the
following review helpful. Felt like his youthBy Nancy SpoonerBought for afriend. Felt like his youth, working coal
mine.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. a different lifestyleBy mercy nursiel was born down in that
area, so was very interested in learning it's history - great book - | learned alot.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0738516651

Coal was mined in Southern West Virginia even before the state's birth in 1863 but was mostly consumed within afew
miles of where it was dug. When the railroads arrived on the scene, they not only provided a means of getting that coal
to market, they also brought in trainloads of workersto the sparsely populated region. With the mines generally
located in remote, out-of-the-way spots, operators were forced to build housing for those workers and their families, as
well as company stores, schools, and churches- everything needed in a small community. Overnight, the nation's
demand for coal turned sleepy, little places in Southern West Virginiainto boomtowns and helped cities such as
Charleston and Huntington grow and prosper as gateways to and from the coalfields.

About the Authorln this collection of 200 vintage postcards, James E. Casto, associate editor of The Herald-Dispatch
in Huntington, offers a nostalgic look back at coal mining and the way of life it spawned in Southern West Virginia.



