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Dexter Cirillo : Southwestern Indian Jewelry  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Southwestern Indian Jewelry: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Enjoyable over view of Southwest Indian Jewelry.By Keith 
RunionVery comprehensive and interesting book. Excellent overview of what has been made in the past up to what is 
being done up to the time of publication. Well written and pleasant to read.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. The historical section are some of the best around.By C. L. WilsonThis is something of a classic in the field 
and is very widely referred to. Since I collect vintage southwestern jewelery, the historical section were of the most 
interest to me. It is pleasant to read and has great photographs.The author provides much helpful information on the 
changes in jewelry making technique over the last 50 years.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very 
pleased!!!By AKMWONDERFUL condition, VERY pleased with this particular book! FAST shipping! Would do 

business again!

Spectacular photographs of the breathtaking beautiful objects and sensitive portraits of the artists combine with an 
insightful, informative text to capture the spirit of this work and the vital cultures from which it springs.This ground-
breaking volume opens by surveying the vividly colored necklaces, earrings, and pins made in shell and stone from 

prehistoric times to the present, particularly in the Santo Domingo and Zuni pueblos. The focus then shifts to the much-
admired and avidly collected work in silver often set with turquoise and other stones by Navajo, Hopi, and Zuni artists. 

The book culminates in an exploration of striking contemporary work in which many artists have adapted traditional 
approaches to create original designs. A collector's guide offers invaluable advice as well as an illustrated glossary of 

materials, techniques, objects, and designs. A nationwide directory of sources concludes the book.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1558592822


From Library JournalSince prehistoric times, the native peoples of the Southwestern part of what is now the United 
States have used turquoise and shell, symbols of sky and water, in the jewelry they have made for personal adornment. 
Cirillo outlines how Native Americans worked other stones into this artistic vocabulary and how they borrowed silver 
and silversmithing from the Spanish in the 19th century. She traces the delicate relationship between traditional design 

and the demands of trade; the techniques usually associated with Navaho, Zuni, and Hopi artists; and the 
contemporary sharing and swapping of creative ideas. Much of the splendidly illustrated jewelry here is made by 

family groups who share both design and execution responsibilities; and though much of it is museum quality, none of 
it is unwearable. Cirillo ends with a glossary and a list of reputable dealers throughout the country (she includes New 

York's best gallery, so her sources are sound). Excellent for collectors and for those who seek to define the dance 
between art and commerce.- GraceAnne A. DeCandido, "School Library Journal"Copyright 1992 Reed Business 

Information, Inc. "Since prehistoric times, the native peoples of the Southwestern part of what is now the United States 
have used turquoise and shell, symbols of sky and water, in the jewelry they have made for personal adornment. 

Cirillo outlines how Native Americans worked other stones into this artistic vocabulary and how they borrowed silver 
and silversmithing from the Spanish in the 19th century. She traces the delicate relationship between traditional design 

and the demands of trade; the techniques usually associated with Navaho, Zuni, and Hopi artists; and the 
contemporary sharing and swapping of creative ideas. Much of the splendidly illustrated jewelry here is made by 

family groups who share both design and execution responsibilities; and though much of it is museum quality, none of 
it is unwearable. Cirillo ends with a glossary and a list of reputable dealers throughout the country (she includes New 

York's best gallery, so her sources are sound). Excellent for collectors and for those who seek to define the dance 
between art and commerce."- GraceAnne A. DeCandido, School Library Journal 


